
American Music Abroad 
Red Tour 2019

France, Germany, Czech Republic, 
Austria and Switzerland

Itinerary Details
and Director Listing

Haut Königsbourg Castle, France



Saturday, July 13 - PRAGUE - SOUTHERN CZECH
Visit Prague Castle, overlooking the city.  See St. Vitus 
Cathedral and the Golden Lane, a picturesque street of pastel 
cottages built into the fortifications.  This afternoon, travel 
south through the Bohemian countryside to the historic 
town of Cesky Krumlov, known for its lovely fortress.  Free 
time for exploring before transferring to a nearby town for 
dinner and overnight.

Sunday, July 14 - SOUTHERN BOHEMIA
Morning visit to one of the most beautiful castles in the 
Czech Republic. Hluboká Castle is richly decorated with 
wood carvings and 18th century furniture and also features 
lovely surrounding gardens.  Afternoon visit to the town of 
České Budějovice for lunch and exploring in the old town.  
Perform an evening concert in a nearby town.  Dinner and 
overnight in your hotel in Southern Bohemia.

Monday, July 15 - VIENNA
Travel to Vienna, Austria’s musical capital.  Your afternoon 
guided tour of “The City of Music” will better acquaint you 
with the haunts and sites of musical greats such as Strauss, 
Beethoven and Mahler.  Visit the graveyard where many 
of the composers now reside.  Tonight, enjoy a special 
Viennese dinner with live musical entertainment. 

Tuesday, July 16 - VIENNA
This morning’s choir performance in St. Stephen’s Cathedral 
is followed by a tour of the internationally renowned 
Vienna State Opera House.  Free time to enjoy a Viennese 
institution: pastry and coffee at a café.  This afternoon, 
tour lavish Schönbrunn Palace, the summer home of the 
Hapsburgs.  Tonight, visit Prater Park, home of one of the 
tallest Ferris wheels in the world.

RED TOUR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5299.00 *
* The price includes Airline Taxes and Fuel Surcharge of $350.00.

ITINERARY

Wednesday, July 3 - Friday, July 5
Independent travel to East Stroudsburg University in East 
Stroudsburg, PA for pre-tour orientation sessions.  Three 
days of intensive rehearsals culminate in a Farewell Concert 
for family and friends on the evening of July 5th.

Saturday, July 6 - UNITED STATES - ZURICH 
Morning recording sessions.  Afternoon transfer to JFK 
Airport, NY or Newark Airport, NJ for transatlantic flights 
to Europe.

Sunday, July 7 - ZURICH - STRASBOURG - OBERNAI
Arrive in Zurich, Switzerland.  Board coaches and travel 
north into France to Strasbourg, the capital of the Alsace 
region.  This eastern part of France is characterized by a 
unique blend of German and French culture. On an afternoon 
guided walk of the stunning, historic city of Strasbourg, 
view picturesque old houses and squares and the magnificent 
Strasbourg Cathedral, which took nearly 300 years to 
complete.  Tonight, an exclusive American Music Abroad 
Dance Party!  Overnight in the charming village of Obernai.

Monday, July 8 - HAUT KÖNIGSBOURG - OBERNAI
Morning visit to medieval Haut Königsbourg Castle, perched 
high above the Alsace valley.  Stop for lunch and exploring 
in a charming town surrounded by vineyards.  This evening, 
perform your first European concert!  Overnight in Obernai.

Tuesday, July 9
HEIDELBERG 
DINKELSBÜHL
Travel across the German border 
to the historic city of Heidelberg.  
Time to visit the medieval fortress 
overlooking the town or to stroll 
along the narrow streets.  Perhaps 
cross the River Neckar for a 
wonderful view of the old town.  
Afternoon travel to Dinkelsbühl, 
a 10th century village fortified 
by walls and a moat.  Dinner, an 
evening concert and overnight in 
Dinkelsbühl.

Wednesday, July 10 - DINKELSBÜHL
Following a morning walking tour of Dinkelsbühl, your day 
is free to explore this delightful and enchanting town with 
its quaint houses, cobbled streets and bright flower boxes. 
Perform an evening concert in a nearby town.

Thursday, July 11 - PRAGUE
Travel east through Germany and across the Czech border to 
the charming city of Prague, the “City of a Thousand Spires” 
and the capital of the Czech Republic.  Your evening cruise 
on the River Vltava provides a unique view of the city.

Friday, July 12 - PRAGUE
On your guided tour of Prague, view sights such as 
Wenceslas Square, St. Nicholas Church and the 14th century 
Astronomical Clock, which adorns the Old Town Hall.  Cross 
the statue-lined Charles Bridge, the oldest bridge in the city, 
dating from 1357.  Free time for lunch and further exploring.  
An evening concert is planned.



The RED TOUR cost of $5299.00 per person includes:

 � 3-day pre-tour orientation/rehearsal session at East 
Stroudsburg University, East Stroudsburg, PA.  
Included are meals, lectures, lodging and coach 
transportation of participants from the college to JFK 
and Newark Airports.
 � Round-trip air transportation on scheduled flights, 
including $350.00 in airline taxes and fuel surcharges.
 � Transportation via motor coach throughout the 
itinerary, including transfers to airports.
 � Arrangements for concerts, including advertising, hall 
rental fees and transfers to concerts.
 � Transportation of instruments.
 � Accommodations in excellent quality hotels in 
multiple-occupancy rooms with private bath and toilet.  
 � Breakfast and multi-course dinner daily.
 � The services of an English-speaking escort and nurse 
throughout the land portion of the itinerary.
 � All tips and taxes normally appearing on hotel and 
restaurant bills, including 20-22% VAT.
 � Private dance party in Alsace, France.
 � Guided walking tour of Strasbourg.
 � Entrance to Haut Königsbourg Castle in France. 
 � Guided walking tour of Dinkelsbühl.
 � Cruise on the Vltava River in Prague.
 � Guided walking tour of Prague.
 � Entrance and guided tour of Prague Castle and St. 
Vitus Cathedral.
 � Entrance and guided tour of Hluboká Castle in the 
Czech Republic.
 � Guided sightseeing tour in Vienna.
 � Viennese dinner with live musical entertainment.
 � Guided tour of Vienna State Opera House.
 � Entrance and guided tour of Schönbrunn Palace.
 � Entrance and guided tour of Melk Abbey.
 � Guided sightseeing tour of Salzburg.
 � Entrance and guided tour of the salt mines.
 � Tirolean Folk Fest with folkloric entertainment.
 � Cable car trip to glacier in Austria.
 � American Music Abroad polo shirt, passport pouch, 
blazer patch and pin.
 � American Music Abroad travel tips, newsletters, 
information and materials.

The tour price does not include: Expenses of passports, visas 
(if necessary), baggage charges, additional airline taxes 
and fuel surcharges (if necessary), currency adjustment 
charges, tour escort and coach driver tip, forwarding of 
baggage, transportation charges incurred as a result of 
a deviation from the printed itinerary, insurance, loss of 
personal property, expenses for laundry, mineral waters, soft 
drinks, after dinner coffee/tea, or food or beverages not on 
menus of the included meals and all other items not stated 
specifically above.  

Wednesday, July 17
MELK - MAUTHAUSEN - SALZBURG
Journey westward through Austria to enchanting Melk Abbey.  
Begun in the 11th century by the Benedictine Monks, the 
monastery is still a functioning abbey today.  View the 
splendid abbey church and the ornate library.  Stop for a 
sobering visit at the World War II concentration camp at 
Mauthausen.  Continue travel to Salzburg, city of The Sound 
of Music and Mozart’s hometown.  Dinner and overnight in 
Salzburg. 

Thursday, July 18 
SALZBURG - SALT MINES - WESTENDORF
Your guided tour of Salzburg will introduce you to the history 
and many of the sights of this wonderful city.  Free time to 
visit the birthplace of the Mozart and the imposing fortress 
which dominates the Salzburg landscape.  Afternoon visit to 
a salt mine and travel underground to experience the mining 
of “white gold.”  Continue on to Westendorf, a picturesque 
village in the Austrian Alps.  Tonight, attend a spirited 
Tirolean Folk Fest filled with song and dance indigenous 
to the area.

Friday, July 19 
WESTENDORF
Today is free for exploring Westendorf - 
perhaps some swimming, biking or hiking.  
A ski lift ride provides a fantastic view of 
the valley.  Perform an evening concert in 
the town hall.

Saturday, July 20 - RATTENBERG - GLACIER
Morning visit to the charming town of Rattenberg, noted 
for its handicrafts and crystal.  Next, be prepared for 
excitement and thrills as you ride a cable car high into the 
Alps to a glacier for a panorama of ice-capped mountains, 
fertile valleys and spectacular landscapes.  Travel to a 
nearby village for dinner and an evening concert.  Return to 
Westendorf for overnight.

Sunday, July 21 - INNSBRUCK - WINTERTHUR
Travel to Innsbruck, known for its towering mountains and 
as the capital of the Tirol Region.  Free time to stroll down 
Maria Theresa Strasse and view the famed Golden Roof.  This 
afternoon, journey into Switzerland through the awe-inspiring 
Alps.  Snow-topped peaks, lush meadows and sparkling 
waterfalls beg to be photographed.   Arrive in Winterthur for 
dinner and overnight.

Monday, July 22 - ZURICH - UNITED STATES
Transfer to Zurich Airport for return to JFK Airport, NY or 
Newark Airport, NJ.  Welcome Home!

Itinerary is subject to change if deemed necessary.



RED TOUR DIRECTORS
MR. GARY FINK (Head Director and Jazz Band) has been a Red Tour director since 1992. He is the Director of Percussion and Jazz at Ridgewood 
High School and teaches at William Paterson University.  Mr. Fink has directed the NJ Region I Percussion and Jazz Ensembles, the CJMEA HS 
Percussion Ensemble, the Percussion Ensemble at New Jersey City University, the HYPE Percussion Ensemble on their tour of China and the USSBA 
All-Star Percussion Ensemble.  His students audition successfully for County, Region and All-State Bands as well as many of the top music schools in 
the country.  Mr. Fink was Principal Percussionist for the Ridgewood Concert Band for 15 years and was a founding member of the Ethos Percussion 
Quartet.  He has played or conducted in the pit orchestras of over 150 musicals and is in demand as a professional percussionist and clinician in the 
greater NYC area.  Mr. Fink is the recipient of two Teacher Recognition certificates from the National Foundation for the Advancement in the Arts and 
is a Yamaha Performing Artist.  This is his twenty-fourth American Music Abroad tour.  

MR. DANIEL MILLER (Symphonic Band) is in his twenty-sixth year as a music teacher in the Spencer-Van Etten School District, NY.  He teaches 
music theory, directs the high school band, jazz band and high school musicals and also serves as the curriculum coordinator for the Arts and LOTE.  
Mr. Miller is the adjunct Professor of Saxophone at Binghamton University, the music director of the Vestal High School Marching Band, and the co-
director of the Binghamton-based Teen Jazz Project.  He regularly performs with the Empire Saxophone Quartet and as a freelance musician in classical, 
jazz and rock settings. He is past-president of the Tioga County MEA and frequently works as a guest conductor, adjudicator and clinician throughout 
New York and Northeast Pennsylvania.  This is his eighth tour.

MRS. EILEEN MILLER (String Ensemble) has been a music teacher at Susquehanna Valley Central School District in Conklin, NY for 28 years.  In 
the past 21 years, she has taught all of the orchestra ensembles and string lessons for the high school, middle school and two elementary schools, and 
has directed the pit orchestra for many of the high school musicals.  Mrs. Miller has also conducted various Honors Orchestras in Upstate New York.  
She maintains a vibrant private studio, performs as a freelance violist in the Binghamton area and is the violist in the Variations String Quartet. This is 
Mrs. Miller’s eighth tour with American Music Abroad.

MR. DAVID BECK (String Ensemble) has been a string specialist for the Bethlehem Central School District, NY since 1991. During his tenure at 
Bethlehem, he has taught string lessons, chamber music, and orchestral ensembles in grades 6 through 12. He is currently the conductor of the Bethlehem 
High School Concert Orchestra, Symphony and Philharmonic, all highly rated ensembles in the NYSSMA Major Organization Evaluation System. 
His chamber ensembles have performed for three NY Governors at the NY State Governor’s Mansion as well as participated in master classes by the 
Manhattan String Quartet and Shanghai String Quartet. Mr. Beck is a in demand festival clinician and workshop presenter. He is also a certified solo, 
All-State and Majors adjudicator for NYSSMA. He has served NYSSMA as both the assistant Chair and Chairman of the All-State Orchestra, and is 
currently the NYSSMA Winter Conference String Chairman. He is also works on the ASTA national K-12 Curriculum Committee. He was on the staff of 
Laurel Music Camp from 1986-2007, conductor of orchestras at Eastern US Music Camp in Hamilton, NY from 1995-2015 and has been the conductor 
of the Empire State Repertory Orchestra since 2000.   This is his fifth American Music Abroad tour.

MR. MILTON LEE (Symphonic Band) is currently the band director and department chair at Saratoga Springs High School. Over the past 26 years 
he taught band at every grade level. The last sixteen years have been at the high school where he currently conducts the Concert Jazz Band. Mr. Lee is 
also starting his third year as conductor for the Skidmore College Concert Band. He recently served as conductor for the Eastern U.S. Music Camp at 
Colgate University and has conducted numerous All-County festivals in the Upstate New York area. Previously, he taught in the Corinth Central Schools 
and Schenectady City School District.  He has been an active freelance trumpet player since 1988 and has performed with Glens Falls Symphony, Capital 
Region Wind Ensemble, Hamilton St, Joey Thomas Big Band and currently plays with the North Country Jazz Project. He has studied trumpet with 
Seymour Rosenfeld, George Coble, Bobby Shew and Vince DeMartino.  This is Mr. Lee’s fifth tour with American Music Abroad.     

MRS. CYNTHIA LEE (Symphonic Band) received her undergraduate degree from the Crane School of Music, SUNY Potsdam, and a Master’s Degree 
in percussion performance from the University of Illinois. She has studied under Jim Petercsak, Tom Siwe, Leigh Howard Stevens, Michael Bookspan, 
Gerald Carlyss and Joe Morello.  She has been teaching for 27 years in the Saratoga Springs City Schools teaching Grade 6-7 band and percussion. 
As a freelance percussionist, she has performed with  Joshua Bell, Sarah Chang, Aretha Franklin, Luciano Pavoratti and Andre Watts. She has been an 
active chamber musician as well as performing percussionist in numerous musicals in the capital district of NY. Mrs. Lee has performed and recorded 
with the Albany Symphony Orchestra. She was Principal Percussionist/Timpanist with the Glens Falls Symphony from 1990-2017.  This will be her 
fifth American Music Abroad tour.

MR. MARTIN HOLLISTER (Symphonic Band) has been teaching instrumental music for over 30 years, working with all levels from beginner 
through high school.  From 1987 to 1993, he taught instrumental music in the Coventry School District in Ohio.  Since 1994 he has been active with 
the New Hartford Central School District as both Jr. High and Senior High Director of Bands.   Additionally, he has held the position of President of the 
New York State Field Band Conference since 2014.  Mr. Hollister has conducted All-County bands for Oswego, Herkimer and Oneida Counties.   An 
active musician in the Northeast area, Mr. Hollister has performed with the Utica, Hamilton, Colgate, Catskill, Schenectady and Youngstown Symphony 
Orchestras in addition to performances with the Temptations, the Scintas and the Supremes.  He currently plays trombone for the Central NY based horn 
band Classified.  This is Mr. Hollister’s third American Music Abroad tour.

MS JULIANNA LOBIONDO (Choir) is the Director of Choral Music at Hillsborough High School, where she conducts the Mixed Chorale, Women’s 
Chorale, Concert Choir and BoroTones in addition to serving as the Producer/Music Director for the Theater Department. She has prepared the choirs 
to perform at various festivals and concerts, including the performance of Tim Janis’ “An American Christmas Carol” at Carnegie Hall alongside Neil 
Sedaka, Sarah McLachlan, Zachary Levi and Alex Boye. Under her direction, the Hillsborough High School Choirs have received Superior and Gold 
ratings from festivals along the East Coast.  Ms LoBiondo is currently serving as the High School Choral Chairperson for the Central Jersey Music 
Educator’s Association. She is also an active member of the New Jersey Music Educators Association as well as the New Jersey American Choral 
Directors Association and has had many students accepted into Region and All-State Choirs. This is Ms LoBiondo’s third year traveling with the Red Tour.

MS PENELOPE CRUZ (Choir) has taught music in public and independent schools at all grade levels, conducted school, community, children’s, and 
honor choirs, and sung professionally in opera, musical theater, and choirs in Illinois, Wisconsin, and New York.  Since 2003, she has been the choral 
conductor at White Plains High School.  WPHS Choir members have sung in All-State, All-Eastern, and ACDA Eastern Division and National honor 
choirs, and at Carnegie Hall, Jazz@Lincoln Center, Avery Fisher Hall, and at various universities, festivals, and competitions, where they have received 
highest ratings.  An active member of the American Choral Directors Association, she has served as President and as chair for both Women’s Choir 
and Multicultural and Ethnic Perspectives Repertoire and Standards for NY-ACDA. For the Eastern Division of ACDA, she has been Program Chair 
and Honor Choirs Chair, in which position she initiated the Latino Repertoire and Chinese Repertoire honor choirs. Recently, she became a inaugural 
member of the National ACDA Diversity Initiatives Committee.   Ms. Cruz has participated in activities of New York State School Music Association 
(NYSSMA) as a member of the Diversity Committee, as part of the team selecting solo vocal repertoire for the its contest manual, and as the NY-
ACDA representative for its Council of Music Education Associations.  In the summer of 2016, she reviewed, revamped, and added to the National 
Core Arts Standards as a writer on the Arts Standards Revision Committee for the New York State Education Department.  This will be her first tour 
with American Music Abroad.


